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DEBATES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
[From the Religious Chronicle.} 


** Question.— What is the best method for conducting a class 
in a Sunday School,” 


Tne debate was opened by a Superintendent, who remarked, that 
this interesting subject should have been before our meeting at an ear- 
lier date : for itis known that some of ourschools are declining for want 
of regular and systematic arrangement in their school classes; for, 
after all, however well devised the whole plan for conducting a Sun- 
day School may be, however sound and well guarded its constitution,” 
and how well soever its regulation and by-laws may be framed, yet its 
efficacy and success rest on the proper management of its several di- 
visions, even as the whole cannot be perfect, unless the minutest parts 
are in unison, and move on with regularity and precision. A time-piece 
may be beautiful with ornament, valuable in its materials, perfect in its 
design and formation, nay, may be also well put together, yet who does 
not know, that the hand on the index, the only medium of its useful- 
ness, is either retarded or hindered by the least derangement of its 
minutest part; a very hair or particle of dust, may renderit almost use- 
less. It is thus the Sunday School, of higher design, and a more noble 
machine, may be despoiled of much of its beauty, and hindered in its use- 
fulness by the bad management of even one of its classes. I will car- 
ry the allusion still farther—(for it well illustrates my subject)—the re- 
fusal of any of the parts to perform their allotted operations, brings 
more weight and pressure upon the balance or main sprivg, by which it 
is weakened—it snaps, and is destroyed. It is so, sir, with the Sunday 
School machine : the teacher fails in punctuality ; he is irregular in his 
attendance ; and he may say—we have adiligent and active Super- 
intendent, he will be there to open the school ; besides, I ghall be there 
in time enough, for he has to address the school, to pray or sing, and 
I shall yet be there sufficiently early to open the exercises of my own 
class. Thus he decides, and delays his coming, not reflecting that 
— will derange the school; but the evil also is here :—the 
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same principle that tempts him to delay coming, actuates him to leave 
«undone what he should have done,” after he appears at his post. 
Thus burdens and cares are pressed on the Superintendent; his hopes 
and his ardour are damped, his strength becomes enervated, and even 
his active hands hang down in the work. How ungenerous that so 
much stress and dependence should be placed ona superintendent ! 
Thus many a school is disorganized, the evil beginning only in one class, 
and with an individual teacher. Doubtless this is the history of some 
of those schools that have left a blank on our list,---they have declined 
from the causes I have hinted. Of how much moment then, is the 
question before us. It is my intention as briefly as the importance of 
the subject will admit of, to lay before you a system of general applica- 
tion, in its principles, to the classes of every Sunday School, exposing 
those important points mainly to be insisted on; leaving it to others to 
discuss the merits of the various plans and operations that prevail in 
conducting those Schools, and bringing to view such as give the best 
promise of fulfilling the design of their privileged and interesting call- 
ing. The subject naturally divides itself into three parts.---The ob- 
ject is instruction—the medium of bestowing it threefold: by exam- 
ple, by discipline, and precept. The first is all important; the ne- 
glect or want of it in a Sunday School, will prostrate both discipline 
and precept. Neither will much avail, without the first. Example is 
the model that should be always before the learner. Discipline, the 
tools by which the design is to be executed, ( it is the painter’s brush 
or the sculptor’s chisel,) while precept is the plain instruction and di- 
rection what is to be none, and how todoit. In all this we know the 
model is every thing—so of example. To speak strongly, it enters 
into the soul, while the effect of discipline and precept may, after all 
our toil, be but temporary, and its results be only in outward circum- 
stance. Discipline may influence the limbs and muscles of the man, 
and precept may regulate his mind; but ‘‘examples touch all hu- 
man hearts.” 

This, I think, is decidedly illustrated by the powerful influence of 
the valour of an undaunted leader in battle, and the contrary effect of 
his cowardice. Weare most deeply affected by what we see; and a 
feeling narrative also affects the mind only in proportion to the manner 
in which itis given. It will thus be acknowledged that the teacher's 
example should be his first effort to improve. 

Pursuing with prudence and deliberation this perfect system of which 
I have here drawn the outlines, the S. S. Teacher cannot fail of suc- 
cess. The Sunday School is a moral machine; its main intent is, to 
enlighten the mind, to regulate the passions, and to instil into the 
heart divine truth. If, then‘ examples are required, they should be 
such as these---exainples of humility, patience, mildness, decision, 
vigilance, order, attention, affability, politeness and impartiality, reve- 
rence of the Scriptures and the Divine Institutions and Ordinances of 
the Church. 

These are the examples I would have a teacher continually to 
present before his pupils. I place humility first; for it may be truly 
considered the chief requisite, and one that will give grace and efficien- 
cyto every other. It was humility that pre-eminently distinguished 
our Great TEACHER, sent from on High, even though He is said, at 
the same time, to have “‘ taught as one having authority,” and ‘to speak 
as never yet man spake.” If it was thus the leading characteristic of 
Him who spoke from heaven, and who said, “ learn of me, for 1 am 
meek and lowly;” and if his disciples and inspired apostles, who con. 
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firmed the truth unto others, teaching with meekness amidst the miracu- 
lous gifts of tongues and the display of numerous miracles, saw fit to ex- 
hort one another with such precepts as these, “‘ that a man think not too 
highly of himself, but to think soberly ;” “ and, if he thinketh he know- 
eth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought,” “be gentle, apt to 
teach—in meekness instructing those that oppose ;”“‘ now we only 
know, in part and teach in part.” If it became such men so to teach, 
and so to esteem themselves soberly and meekly, surely the pious Sun- 
day School teacher should put on humility; besides, en the contrary, 
how baneful the example of pride. It is the chief weed of spontaneous 
growth that will spring up to choke the fairest flowers of the mind. I 
think there is nothing that will sooner mar or hinder a good work than 
this. Humility is attractive, it wins, it engages; it will adorn instruc- 
tion, and call forth affection in the young disciple ; it will soften pride, 
and guide the angry to meekness: for a child will listen with love and 
attention to lessons from the lips of humility, but will turn a deaf ear to 
the swelling, measured tones of the tongue of pride; it is this that 
chiefly renders instruction pleasant, because it gives music to her voice, 
and grace and beauty toall her steps. But to view it in a still stronger 
light—Sunday School Teachers are religious instructors; then, humility 
is the foundation of religion, as pride is also of iniquity. Fora God 
stooped from heaven to redeem a sinful world, and sinners rose to heaven 
to rebel against him. Do not let it be thought I speak too strongly; 
the subject is of vital importance. I earnestly desire to be understood 
on this point; for we know well that the most pure and virtuous pre- 
cepts, when they become dogmas, are rejected by a proud world, or 
their usefulness is almost lost, because they are proudly dictated.— 
What are the children that are presented to us for instruction, but a 
world in minature, with all their hateful pride and angry passions? Let 
us apply the same principle to them, asa part, as Divine Providence has 
to the whole, and we deal prudently. Is the world to receive the hea- 
venly precept, it must come forth from the lips of the prudent, with hu- 
mility and love. Thus, the doctrine of the apostles prevailed; over- 
coming the prejudices of men, and controlling their opinions, and 
through this instrumentality, bearing the image and superscription of 
heaven, did God display his power in turning the proud hearts of men, 
who, with all the treasures of their wisdom, “‘ knew not God.” Let the 
Sunday School Teacher, thus walking after his Divine Master, and fol- 
lowing his apostles, in putting on ‘* a meek, a quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God is of great price,” be humble and kind; thus conveying 
his precepts, he may feel the best assurance of success. The Sunday 
School is a labour of love, and I do pot know a more perfect model, and 
onemore desirable to be studied bya Christian teacher, than the beautiful 
amplification of charity from the inspired pen of the apostle Paul, (Cor. 
i. 13, 14.) “ It suffereth long, and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh net her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth, believeth, hopeth, endureth all things, and never faileth.” 
Here is a picture by a heavenly artist, that ought to be the humble and 
patient imitation of every Sabbath Day Teacher. I pass to the second 
part—Discipline. : , 

The discipline of the Sunday Schools should be in strict accordance 
with the foregving principle, as pointed out by the grounds of example. 
Its chief characteristics, therefore, should be mildness and temperance ; 
te which, strength and energy may be given, by a persevering vigilance, 
which, in any system of police, is the strongest arm of thelaw. And let 
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us here remember the old homely, but wise and true maxim, “an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” A strict and vigilant 
discipline would prevent many evils that a loose and careless govern- 
ment not only nourishs, but originates. This division of the subject is the 
most important of Sunday School topics, as it directly urges the inquiry, 
is corporal punishment consistent with the character and principles of 
Sunday Schools? To give a direct answer to this very important ques- 
tion, I would say yes: but every exertion should be made to prevent it; 
and when done, it should be exercised with much caution, with patience 
and with calmness, not in judgment or in justice, but in mercy. It is 
here that our practice should be that of the judicious surgeon, to use 
every palliative before using the knife. My conclusions in these opi- 
nions are drawn from the economy of a wise Providence in his dealings 
with his froward creatures. His retributive justice, so often displayed 
in this present evil life, gives present punishment and reward, while the 
threatenings and promises of his word display a system of eternal re- 
wards and punishments in the world to come. Such is our exemplar: 
in imitating the divine model let us not forget, thata heavenly father 
**is easy to be intreated,” and defers judgment with long suffering, 
patience, and great goodness. In all the discipline of the teacher, he 
should be careful to endure the restraints that it imposes upon himself, 
with patience and with cheerfulness, for in this work every thing must 
be done, cr seem to be done, “not grudgingly.” A cheerful patience 
will, at all times, command, with much force, every necessary restric- 
tion to the willing practice of the scholar.—The teacher should allow 
nothing to vex him, but should practice his self-denying task with 
seeming delight and facility. Indeed, the art of discipline is, that there 
should be a kind ofslight of hand in itsmanagement, by which it should 
hardly be observable how its ends are obtained. For this purpose, 
courtesy and politeness are great helps ; they have irresistible influ- 
ence on the ignorant mind, and I would by all means have the teach- 
ers avail themselves of this ; and now, to be particular as to the practi- 
cal detail in conformity to these views, let it be remarked that the 
Sunday School Teacher should observe the greatest nicety in all the 
arrangements of his class. The class book and class box should be 
kept in the neatest and most compact order: itis expedient and con- 
venient, and will of itself afford much facility and accommodation, be- 
sides the utility of its example. The teacher should record the time 
of his entering on his duties, and the condition of the class when first 
put under his care ; a list of the regular order of exercises should be 
inserted in the class book; a register of the scholars, their disposition 
and attainments, also the character and circumstances of the parents, 
and the regular reading place each Sunday. Scholars’. books should 
be numbered, marked with large characters on the outside, and once a 
month they should be inspected; each on presenting his book to the 
teacher should be commended or reproved for the manner in which 
they take care of them, Let the teacher be regular and punctual in 
attendance, and repair to his class station the moment he approaches 
the premises of the school room, and from that period commence the 
discipline of his class. Lethim respectfully and affectionately salute 
his scholars on entering, and be particularly careful to notice the early 
scholars, as wellas those who come late. He should assign to each in 
his class a particular seat, which none other should occupy at any time, 
nor the passessor move from it without permission; but, let me here 
add, that this will not be well enforced till the teacher himself has a 
particular post in his class, not to be left except on some urgent call of 
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duty. The maxim for himself and pupils should be, a place for every 
body, and every body in his place. The teacher should be as a prince 
on his throne, or a staff-officer in the field; his post should be a centre, 
and all business should be transacted there. Each pupil reading or 
spelling should advance to the right or left of the teacher’s station be- 
fore pronouncing or commencing to read; the larger scholars might 
easily be persuaded of the utility of this plan, and the younger ones 
would delight to practice it. In arranging the class, they should be be- 
fore the eye of the teacher in the best position for hearing and being 
heard. Forthese ends a hollow square is the most convenient. A mo- 
nitor of order, or messenger, should be appointed monthly or weekly, to 
give out and collect the books, to call the word in spelling, and the place 
to read, on opening the class ; also to communicate between teacher 
and superintendent. He should be a watchman during the exercises of 
the class, and on observing any misdemeanor, should: touch (not call) 
the teacher, who should reprove the offender, warn him of forfeiting his 
tickets, and other privileges, and on repeating his offence should report 
him to the superintendent. A persevering use of these means, and a 
close attention to these plans, would always secure good government 
in a class of S. S. Scholars. To a neglect of these minute but im- 
portant points, so wrongly called trifles, may be traced the failure of 
many intelligent and faithfulteachers. I think it must be here acknow- 
leged, that a system of discipline is of the highest consideration to pre- 
pare pupils for the best devised plans of instruction, and without it 
the faithful application of precept would be as water poured on a rock, 
or like throwing in the seed before the soilis duly prepared to receive it. 

I pass now to the third head—instruction by precept. Here the sub- 
ject might be greatly enlarged upon ; but it will be my place to point 
out one distinct method of instruction, leaving ground for others to occu- 
pyinthisdebate. All instruction in a S. School should partake, more or 
less, of a scriptural character ; and there is no branch of it, however 
elementary, but what will, in some way, admit of biblical illustration : 
for which reason, every teacher should well prepare himself for his Sun- 
day work, by the constant perusal and study of the Holy Bible: for 
this is that solid material, that will be required in all the progress of his 
jabour ; it will be his foundation, superstructure and top-stone ! But let 
the S. School teacher add to his ability, by endeavouring, after a tho- 
rough knowledge of history, natural history, natural philosophy, astro- 
nomy, and geography; especially that which appertains to the sacred 
history. A book of excellent character on this subject, is ‘* Carpen- 
ter’s Introduction to the Geography of the New Testament ;” but the 
teacher will find himself still at a loss in his instruction, without the 
continual perusal of the little books that pass into the hands of the Scho- 
lars as rewards ; gleanings from them will fill the garners of his mind 
with rich stores of nutriment already well prepared for the reception 
of his young disciples. Those of every character, however trivial, 
should be read; but the most useful are the history of the lives and 
death of pious little children ; little poems and hymns for children; and 
anecdotes, illustrative of the scriptures. Of the former, ‘“ Janeway’s 
Token,” and Burder’s Early Piety, are recommended: and of the lat- 
ter Watt’s Divine Hymns and Songs; and Mrs. Sherwood’s Stories 
on the Church Catechism; both of them enforcing practical duties of 
piety in the most simple and evangelical style; for stories describing 
youthful character and disposition, and affording abundant exemplary 
instruction, no books for children can be more highly recommended 
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than those of Mrs. Sherwood, who seems to have attained that’ useful 
habit, (so valuable-for an instructer of children,) of thinking and speak- 
ing with the simplicity and plainness of a child. She seems to have 
studied their very hearts, and possesses a master knowledge of the va. 
rious springs that move them to action. 

The numerous tracts of the cheap depository, by Hannah Moore, 
possess a usefulness of a different feature : they convey the most salu- 
tary instruction and advice to the poor, in very plain and simple terms; 
and well supply the deficiency of a living teacher. The perusal of 
these will prepare the S. School visiter for his social intercourse with 
parents; proving a source of instruction, that must ever render him 
more acceptable and useful among them. “ Tom White, the Post 
Boy,” and “ Hester Wilmot” by this author, might be read by the 
teacher during his family visits, doubtless with success and benefit.* I 
would enumerate also two little tracts, published in our city, (by Day, 
and Morgan, Pearl-st.,) well worthy being read by the teacher. “* The 
Ploughboy,” and Little Robert’s first day at the S. School : and would 
strongly commend to his perusal, Bergwin’s Parent’s Friend. Acom- 
pilation from the best authors on the education of children. Besides this 
course of reading, I would strongly urge that he should commit 
the book of Proverbs to memory, and al] the parables of the New Tes- 
tament, and also the Divine Songs of Watts entire; and thus ‘“ tho- 
roughly furnished unto every good word and work,” having his feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel, and with the shield of faith,” 
and the sword of “ the spirit, which is the word of God,” praying always 
with all prayer, let him begin with hope and confidence his pious 
~ work. 

I shall first draw your attention to teaching the alphabet, and shall 
proceed in the ,egular progress of instruction to the highest attainments 
in aS. School. The question stated before us is, ‘“ what is the best 
plan of instructing a class ?” and it necessarily involves the inquiry 
into every branch of instruction given : and I would here premise that 
8. S. Scholars should never be advanced to another class ; it is contra- 
ry to every feature of this exalted plan of instruction; which, being a 
system of moral reform, and a plan for the infusion of religious know- 
ledge, much depends upon personal influence, to obtain an attentive 
submission to lessons of virtue, holiness, and trith, to which the young 
heart, so prone to evil, is inimical. The same teacher will, therefore, 
be the most suitable person to direct the child through every path of 
wisdom and of duty. Objections may be urged against the plan; but, 
speaking from practical experience, I commend it in the strongest 
terms. 

Let me first state that little children should be first manceuvred a few 
minutes before proceeding to instruction, for the purpose of abstracting 
their minds from whatever may have occupied their attention before en- 
tering the School; displaying their hands ; marching round the form ; 
rising and sitting down, will in their turns, be found useful for this pur- 
pose. A child may be introduced to spelling, reading and writing, all 
at once, in the following process of learning the alphabet. 

The alphabet teacher should be supplied with a number of cuts, re- 
presenting single sensible objects , such as dog, hat, house, and a double 
set of little blocks, on which should be painted the large and small let- 


* The juvenile stories of Miss Edgeworth are generally of too higha 
cast ; yet some of them may be read te advantage, particularly those of the 
character of “ Lazy Lawrence,’ the “ Cherry Orchard,” and the “ Orange 
Maan.” 
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ters singly. A table should be before the class, three feet by two, 
having a drawer at each end, with compartments, for the blocks and 
cuts; the surface of the table a few inches from the centre, shouid be 
divided into two grooves ; the upper one only wide enough to admit sli- 
ding in the blocks, ‘and the lower one five or six inches wide, for the 
purpose of tracing on sand, the words from the upper groove. Thus 
prepared, the teacher will proceed to teach after the following manner : 
holding up the cut, he will say to the first in the class, “ what is this ?” 
He answers, “‘a dog.” Then the child spells, by the teacher’s dicta- 
tion, and is directed by him to every letter as it is pronounced, and the 
child places them in the groove till the word is complete ; he then im- 
prints it below, spelling again by the teacher's dictation ; and, in. the 
same way, removes each letter from the table to the drawer, and is 
ready for anew word. The. teacher may then, at his discretion, repeat 
some characteristic anecdote of the dog, and might aptly conclude with 
ashort advice on affection, repeating the lines of the Hymn 


*¢ Let dogs delight to bark and bite, 
It is their nature to,” &c. 


The repetion of the sounds, and applying the letter as a sensible object 
toanswer it, leaves a more permanent impression on the mind. While 
the exhibition of the picture, and the exercise required will give a 
spring and elasticity to the mind, highly favourable to receiving instruc- 
tion, they would soon be familiar with the alphabet and easy spelling ; 
and when advanced to spelling in syllables, the word should be given 
out by the teacher, repeated by his monitor, and pronounced and spelt 
by the scholar ; after the old mode of repeating the syllables, as in the ex- 
ample of ‘ importunate,” im-im-por-impor-tu-tu-importu-nate-nate— 
importunate. This is decidedly the best plan for attaining a correct me- ~ 
thod, both of pronouncing and spelling: and though it is of late much 
out of use in the schools, [ have never learnt one argument against it- 

Much may be done in the spelling class to enlighten the mind when the 
meaning of the word is required. Suppose the word mediator is given out, 
the child who has spelt asks the next the meaning; and if not given, then 
let the monitor, turning to the teacher, say, what is mediator, sir? the 
teacher may familiarly explain—* two friends have disagreed, and another 
friend coming between, to reconcile them or make them agree, the friend 
that comes between the two, is called a mediator, for this reason our Saviour 
Jesus Christ is called ‘ the mediator between God and man,’ because he is 
the means of making them friends ; for He is the friend of both ; He comes 
between a sinful world and a just and hoty God, and shows poor sinners 
how they may be reconciled to God, and for this we instruct you to pay at- 
tention to what Jesus says in the bible, that you who are wicked children 
may know how to make friends with God.” Thus the alphabet and spelling 
may be made engaging and instructive. 

When the class have advanced to reading, the morning should be allotted 
to a regular course of reading from chapter to chapter, to spelling and reci- 
talion from the scriptures; and no scholar should recite more than thirty 
verses in the afternoon, read a select portion, a bible history or parable, a 
discourse of the Saviour, or an account of a miracle; which portion should 
be known to the scholar the Sabhath before, for the purpose of reading at 
home, and acquiring, if possible, some information on it, and should also 
be well studied by the teacher during the week, that he may be duly pre- 
pared to instruct his scholars. After the class has read the select portion, 
allow them to ask questions themselves, one of another, and then let the 
teacher question them. On initiating them into this exercise, allow them to 
answer and ask questions with the book open, and let the teacher so frame 
the questions at first, as they cannot fail to answer them, the question itself 
guiding them to it; then use them to answer with the book closed, and 
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dually make the questions more difficult. The same select portion might 
the lesson for several successive Sabbaths, which would allow of their 
being closely examined on it. Reading after the manner here detailed 
would doubtless prove more useful and instructive than a much longer 
coursé of reading according to the usual practices. On closing the exami- 
nation ofthe chapter, tlie teacher should make an application of the subject 
and¢@ommand them to commit the portioa to memory for the ensuing Sab- 
bath morning. a 
This would be my, method of teaching a class in a Sunday School, and I 
think if the system § have here defined, were patiently pursued, together 
with a faithful course®f sovial visiting, at the houses of the children, by all 
the conductors of a school, they would rapidly advance it to a high degree 
of prosperity, and the scholars, under the blessing of God, would soon 
oa from ignorance and vice, to the enjoyments of religion and know- 
edge. 





(To be continued.) 


* 


‘ cece care 
THOUGHT ON THE EFFICACY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The effect of Sunday School instruction on the Manners and Ha- 
bits of the children in our City. 


De.icHTFUvL, indeed, to the philantrophic mind, is the contem- 
plation of the moral improvement of the age ; gratifying to the 
patriot is the thought that the common people—the hope of his 
country, are rising in the scale of intelligence. Virtuous are the 
emotions of the Christian, as he views with rapture the extensive 
promulgation of the gospel. With an approving smile, even 
angels may look down on exertions of man in so extensive a cir- 
cle of disinterested benevolence. r 

Who can compare the manners and habits of the childgen in 
our city, as they now are, with what they were ten years since, 
and not perceive a most conclusive argument in favour of the 
powerful influence of Sabbath Schools. Who does not remem- 
ber fifteen years since, to have seen the corners of our streets, 
every Sunday, crowded with boys, making rapid advancements 
in every kind of vice? Who does not remember to have seen 
every Sunday morning, boys returning by tens through the 
streets leading from the suburbs, loaded with fruits and flowers, 
sorry specimens of depredations committed on the property of 
the people in the vicinity of the city? If any one doubts that 
improvement has been made, let him look at this fact: —More than 
four thousand of the worst boys in our city, are now taken from 
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the streets, and prevented from haunting the abodes of vice, 
and acquiring habits of depravity or indolence. Suppose that 
eight thousand every Sunday were let loose to wander whither- 
soever they pleased ; we are now certain, that more thap.one half 
that number are prevented, and not only prevented by our Sun- 
day Schools, but actually acquiring tl best of habits, that of at- 
tending divine worship—of being familiaxized, if I may use the 
expression, with those who love the truth, and we may hope, 
with the truth itself. We are ready to exclaim the time is not 
far distant, when the whole earth shall be filled ** with the know- 
ledge of God, as the waters cover the sea.”’ 

Asa proof of the effect upon the morals of children, we are 
pleased to relate the following, in a section of our city where 
depravity and vice reigned triumphant. A Sunday School was 
established about six years ago : since its establishment five hun- 
dred boys have been enrolled on its register ; not one solitary 
instance has there yet been of any one of them being an inmate 
of our bridewell, penitentiary, or state prison. These Sunday 
Schools do not only remedy, but they do more, they prevent 
crimes. It would be a house of refuge for them before they had 
become familiar in crime. They have afforded to a number of 
boys, who are employed by their parents or others during the 
week, an opportunity of acquiring knowledge and religious in- 
formation which they could not have obtained. The neglect of 
the former would have caused them to have grown up confirmed 
in thejr ignorance, and the want of the latter would have made 
them hardened in vice.. We have spoken of the influence of 
Sunday Schools on the manners of children ; we will now turn 
our attention to the effect it has had, and it must have, upon 
the parents; permit us to relate the following facts, taken 
from the report of one of our Sunday Schools. In our school, 
says the report, there are 250 white boys, they are drawn from 
a district of less than half a mile square ; and in the vicinity of 
three other schools, the scholars are taken from 200 families : 
in these families are more than 500 adults ; 850 is the number of 
persons great and small in the families. These are all personally 
known to the superintendent, and they have been visited by him, 
and’ by the other conductors repeatedly during the past year. 

Vor. I. 34 
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All these 850 individuals are either directly or indirectly influ- 
enced by the operations of the school, through the personal 
communications of its visiters, the distribution of Bibles and 
religions tracts, the circulating of books from a Sunday School 
library, the leading of parents to places of public worship, when 
perhaps they could not be prevailed upon in any other way. 
The increasing respect for persons piously inclined from those 
who were wont to make a mock of religion. The instruction 
the children have received in the school, and the habits they 
there acquired and carried to their homes, and the improvement 
in the very dress of the children. These are a few proofs 
of the means, if we may so call them, of the improvement of the 
present day. Let us pursue our statement a little farther ; there 
are 106 schools, containing more that 12,000 children, drawn 
from 9,600 families, containing in the aggregate 40,800 per. 
sons under the successful influence of Sunday School instruction. 
Fourteen hundred persons as conductors of Sabbath Schools are 
employed every Sunday in preventing crime.—Is not this worthy 
of notice ? so many persons giving their time, their money, some 
of them sacrificing their health—I would almost say, shortening 
their days for the purpose of introducing into one city, order, 
morality and obedience to the laws? The prosperity of our city 
+ depends on—its character will be drawn from, the manners, ha- 
bits, and subordination of the lower orders of society ; it is from 
the moral elevation of the degraded and depraved we are to hope 
for that standing that will place us first among the nations of the 
earth, Are our public authorities ignorant that these Sabbath 
institutions are powerful effective auxiliaries ? Will they fora 
moment deny the utility of these schools, the necessity of their 
being supported when told that more than 40,000 of our citizens 
are under the protection of more than 1000 individuals, whose 
hands are stretched forth to promote peace and social order? 
Should not such institutions receive aid and support, be cherish- 
ed, patronized, by every liberal patriotic benevolent member 
ofsociety ? If private individual charity is not sufficient, are 
we too bold when we demand assistance from our magistrates ? 
Let them remember one-fourth of our population is in the 
hands of men who should be—must be supported. 
A TeacHer. 
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[For the American S. S. T. Magazine.] 


QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN—continued. 


Now, remember how I told you to 
behave while you are hearing 
about Jesus Christ, or else you 
will be like the wicked people, 
who, instead of loving him, tried 
to-stone him, and called him 
names, and wanted to kill him, 
for they would not believe that 
he was doing it all for them.— 
Well, at last they got him, and 
tied him fast with ropes, and 
beat him, and mocked him, and 
when he told them he was the 
Son of God, and their Lord and 
Master, they put a purple dress 
on him, and made game of him ; 
and they twisted sharp thorns 
together, fora crown, and stuck 
them in his head, so that the 
blood ran down his face; and 
they spit upon him, and struck 
him, but he never struck them 
back again, nor spit upon them ; 
when they called him names, 
he never called them names 
again, but he bore it all, pa- 
tiently, and never spoke a word. 

For whose sake did he bear it? 

And won’t you love him and ask 
him to make you good ? 

He can make you good, and he will 
if you ask him; you know he 
is God in heaven. 

Did the people love him for being 
so good to them ? 

What did they try to do tohim ? 

Did they want to kill him? 

Did they believe he was doing it 
all for their sakes? 

Did they get him at last ? 

And what did they do to him? 

What did they beat him with ? 








When he told them he was the Son 
of God, what did they do then? 

What did they put on his head ? 

Did they make it bleed ? 

Did they strike him ? 

And did he strike them back ? 

When they spit on him, what did 
he do? 

Did he call them names? 

Did he speak a word ? 

What was he soquiet and good for? 

Because he bore it all for the sake 
of sinners, and he was so good 
to teach us all how we must act 
when any body treats usill. 

Can he make you good and patient? 

What must you do if you want 
him to make you good ? 

Pray to him before you ask for any 
thing else, ask him to give you a 
new clean heart, to help you to 
love him, and to be like him. 

Can you go to heaven if you are 
not like him ? 

No: because if you are not like 
him, you are not good; and no 
one can go to heaven unless he 
is good; for God will have no 
sin, no bad people in heaven ; 
they are like the devil, and must 
go and live with him. 

Then when any one strikes you 
and calls you names, what must 
you do? 

Such children as strike back again, 
and call names, and fight, are 
not like our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and unless they pray to him to 
make them good, and leave off 
their wicked ways, where must 
they go for ever and ever? 


} —____________} 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER’S PRAYER MEETING. 


When the hymn was concluded, let us, said the superintend- 
ent—kneeling down almost in the centre of the reom—let us pray, 
The teachers rose and sunk down by the side of the chairs on 
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which they had been sitting. Suppose one should attend from 
mere curiosity, not from a desire of receiving or wishing to impart 
religious instruction, think not though his knees were not bent, 
or his hands clasped, that he could remain an unconcerned spec- 
tator—from experience | assertit next to an impossibility. Though 
his body sunk notin unison with the rest, his heart would sink deep 
enough—his mind would bend with awe, with fear, with reve- 
rence. Is there not humility in the very act of kneeling ? Then 
I thought indeed “he that humbleth himself shall be exal- 
ted.”? How solemn the emotion, how thrilling the sensation—as 
the female teachers turning their faces to the wall, seemed timid- 
ly and gratefully to tender their humble supplications to the 
throne of mercy. The men with fervour begging the assistance 
of divine Almighty power, the little children kneeling and look- 
ing upward so sweetly, so mildly, their placid countenan- 
ces as they clasped their little hands, and raised their eyes to 
heaven, might be likened to the face of nature, after an April 
shower, so fresh, so fair, so beautiful. The trembling sofiness 
of the voice of the speaker, that had, ere his connection with the 
sunday school, so often been hoarse with rage ; the meekness of 
those tearful eyes that had so often flashed with anger ; his hum- 
ble tones showing the storm of passion had ceased ; the tear 
that glistened in his eye, betokening the overflowing of his heart, 
reminded me of the hushing of a tempest as the breath of wind 
that remains wafts the darkened clouds from our view, and the 
drops of rain lingering in the sunshine, form a rainbow of pro- 
mise to our agitated trembling souls. Sincerely do I hope that 
in his eternal to-morrow, the sunshine of righteousness, now 
gilding the close of his brief day, may shed bis gloriously trans- 
cendant rays. If any one yet doubts the efficacy, the utility, of 
sabbath schools, let him attend the meetings of their conductors, 
unfold this Eden to his view ; let him behold the teachers on 
their knees, supplicating the mercy of heaven to rest on their 
fellow labourers in the vineyard. Tell him, had it not been for 
sunday schools, these men whose hands are now joined in prayer 
as firmly as their hearts are united in love, would have hardly 
breathed the same air. Ask him if it does not make his heart 
glad to see them imploring a blessing to crown their benevolent 
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exertions, from him who delighteth that his children should 
dwell together in harmony, point out to him, this man, he has 
been accustomed, under a humble roof in unadorned simplicity 
to breathe forth his heart-felt prayer, which, like the serene 
beauty of a vernal morn, invites us to acknowledge the mercy 
and goodness of God—that man, he has- bent the knee beneath a 
fretted vault, with every accompaniment that can add sublimity 
to adoration, or dignity to reverence, like the terrific grandeur 
of the storm commanding us to bend beneath the presence of 
an Almighty hand—tell him these men have here thrown off the 
shackles of illiberality, and firmly united in the bonds of holy 
brotherly affection ; are endeavouring with the hope of divine 
aid, to teach this simple lesson :—there is but one God, and his 
Son is our salvation. Does not this promise that harmony of 
feeling, the want of which is so much tobe regretted among 
those who profess to judge no man ? 

After the prayer, another hymn was read, commented upon 
and sung ; the effect was still more perceptible upon the meet- 
ing, than at the singing of the first; there appeared to be more 
feeling, more agitation. One of the teachers did not attempt 
to join in the singing, although the tune was a familiar one to 
him, and one that I had often heard him sing ; the prayer had 
the effect of sealing his lips, though it might have opened his 
heart. The little children, emboldened by being unnoticed, took 
part in the exercise, and their soft clear voices unbroken by the 
reflection of the past, or fear of the future, rose above the 
other voices, and seemed to ascend as an offering worthy hea- 
ven. A divine song from the lips of pious children will ever 
give rise to the most soothing emotions—* it is worshipping the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness.” The smiles of love illumine their 
features ; we feel a desire of embracing them with love and af- 
fection ; and as the sweet sounds of their seraphic voices added 
sweetness to the happy contentment of their countenances, I 
could say, in the words of the poet, 

‘“‘ No.pearl ever lay under Oman’s green water, 
More pure in its shell than thy spirit in thee.” 

There was a pause of a few moments between the singing of 

the second hymn, and the reading of a chapter in the bible. 
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The portion selected for the evening was one of the psalms of 
David. Our minds were well prepared to receive the sublime 
yet simply expressed sentiments of that inspired writer. A few 
explanatory remarks were made, and the subject applied to Sun- 
day School teachers. The secretary then took a number of the 
London S. S. Teacher’s Magazine, and the subject was introdu- 
ced, as nearly as I can recollect, in the following manner : 

We have full assurance from the success that has attended the 
exertions of those who have endavoured to establish Sunday 
Schools, that the hand of the Lord has directed them. In this 
good book, from which we have just read a portion, we might 
find sufficient to guide us in our dark and sometimes difficult and 
laborious way ; but we also think, that it is right we should make 
use of such other means as have been put into our hands. 

Many well meaning, zealous, and ardent persons, experien- 
ced in this good cause, have kindly given us instructions how to 
act in particular cases ; how to make use of the time allotted to us 
to the best advantage ; how to promote the interests of those who 
are entrusted to our charge. There are many encouraging 
anecdotes that will stimulate to exertion, and frequently delight 
the heartof the S.S. Teacher. Occasionally we shall read one 
of these, and may the divine assistance be granted to us and our 
undertaking. A few moments were then taken up in reading a 
piece on humility, and another on partiality to scholars, and an 
anecdote of the happy death ofa Sunday scholar. After which, 
another hymn was sung, and another prayer offered to the throne 
ofgrace. At the close of which, the superintendent asked a part- 
ing blessing. No moving disturbance occasioned by putting on 
coats, looking for hats, moving towards the door, or whispering, 
but every one remained on their knees until the superintendent 
rose himself: this was as it should be ; and ifsome congregations 
could have seen this fora moment, they would not hesitate to 
follow so good an example, and for the future wait until the bless- 
ing was pronounced before they put on their hats, shawls and 
coats, and not move from their seats until it was concluded. 

As I returned from the meeting, I was led to reflect upon the 
events of the evening ; the effects of such meetings upon society, 
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and the benefits that result to the conductors of our schools. 
After attending a meeting of this kind, we feel our strength re- 
newed, and are determined to persevere in the cause for which 
we have met together ; It gives rise to emotions the most fa- 
vourable to christianity, by exhibiting two of its most powerful 
attributes, love and charity : surely this is the way of life ; so it 
must seem to all those who really interest themselves in it. It 
creates a respect for those who are piously inclined; for we can- 
not but think well of such as take so great an interest in the wel- 
fare of others. To the youthful teacher it is the powerful in- 
fluence of example ; habit will ina short time make such 
evenings as these most agreeable. As prayer meetings, they 
will ever be interesting, because the prayers that are here offer- 
ed are for the promotion of an object in which at that moment 
he delights to know that he is engaged. It affords great fa- 
cilities for religious improvements, for religious companions. 
It promotes the harmony that should exist between sunday 
School Teachers, and powerfully strengthens the bond of union 
betweenthem. It gives us proper subjects for meditation du- 
ring the remaining part of the night, and will most undoubtedly 
prepare us the better to become religious instructors to others. 
And I hope some Sunday School Teachers who have neyer had 
an opportunity of knowing the benefits of attending such meetings 
may think of these, and test their truth by attending themselves, 
and determining to take an active part in the prayer meetings of 
the unday school Teachers. 


WANT OF PERSEVERANCE THE CAUSE OF DECLINE IN A SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 


To the want of perseverance may be attributed the cause of 
the decline of more than one benevolent association. The follow- 
ing facts will prove that every assistance benevolence can ren- 
der, all the aid that charity can afford to any institution, will be 
totally fruitless, unless a determined perseverance, and an un- 
wearied application, be constantly given by those who agree to 
be its supporters. About three years since, to one congrega- 
tion in this city, there were attached three Sunday schools ; the 
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pages of their registers were adorned with the names of more 
than three hundred scholars; and the rolls of the teachers 
showed a list of more than fifty persons who had willingly 
consented to become the conductors. 

An association of the elders of the church, and of persons 
favourable to the interest of Sunday Schools was formed; address- 
es were read, printed, and circulated; treasurers were appointed; 
funds were received ; places suitable for instruction, were ob- 
tained; books and furniture were provided, and, under the most 
favourable auspices, the operations of the Sunday School com- 
menced. Elated with the hope of success, they rejoiced in 
their undertaking. The novelty of the design kept alive, fora 
while, the energies of their minds. Plans for instruction were 
recommended, tried, and abandoned ; rules for order were made 
and broken ; regulations for the discipline of the school were 
agreed on to-day, and given up the next, as impracticable. The 
congregation thought the fault lay with the association; the asso- 
ciation blamed the teachers ; the teachers blamed the scholars, 
and the scholars left the school. About a year after the school 
was established, I paid them a visit : the school was then on the 
decline; I saw a number of the seats vacant; and, as they had at 
first complained of want of room, !| asked the superintendent 
if he had as many scholars now as when 1e commenced. No, sir, 
the boys do not attend regularly at all ; we begin to be quite dis- 
couraged; the parents do not care whether the children come or 
not ; they do not seem to take any interest in the improvement 
of their children. I am sorry for that, said I,as much depends up- 
on the parents—but how many teachers have you in this school ? 
We have on our list eighteen besides the secretary, superin- 
tendent and visiting committee—why there are only seven pre- 
sent ; I am almost led to believe that they are following the ex- 
ample of the parents, and do not seem to care much about the 
improvement of their scholars, or take much interest in the 
school. Do your teachers visit the absentees of their classes ?— 
No, sir, they have no time, our visiting committee do every 
month, | believe, but this month the secretary has been absent, 
and the list of absentees has not been given tothe visiting com- 
mittee. Your scholars do notseem tobe very orderly to-day, 
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owing I suppose to the want of teachers, we cannot keep them 

very still, but we have a very excellent set of rules,said he, show- 
ing me a card of about fifteen regulations, most of them prefaced 
with, ‘ no scholar of this school shall be allowed,” and ‘* every 
scholar must,’”’ &c. Did the scholars ever learn these rules, said 
I. No sir, I believe we never thought of that. Then, said I, you 
might as well put for aconcluding one—every scholar is ex- 
pectedto obey these regulations, and no scholar shall be allowed 
to learn them ; this appears a little like bad management.—Why 
yes, the association never told us to give them to the scholars 
to learn by rote. I see how this is, you depend upon the asso- 
ciation, and the association depends upon yon, and between you, 
the main objects of the association and of the school are left un- 
done. When I left the school, I then feared that the schools of 
that association would be of but little utility, either in advan- 
cing the scholars in religious improvement, or in acquiring regu- 
lar or useful habits ; one bad example would destroy twenty good 
precepts. 

About three months since, I entered the same school, it was 
the mere shadow of what it had been, a few scholars taught by 
three teachers, was the melancholy proof of the former mis- 
management. One of the schools attached to the congregation 
had been discontinued for some time ; two remained, one male 
and one female, about sixty scholars, three male and five female 
teachers, were all that were left to tell the tale of their want of 
success. A new superintendent had been appointed in the male 
school ; with him I had some conversation relative to the affairs 
of the school ; I was pleased with his ideas ; he appeared to um 
derstand the subject. Much might have been done here, said he, 
if they had only proceeded in the right way. Much may be 
done, and through the assistance of divine goodnes, we intend to 
perform our duty better, or at least, work harder than our pre- 
decessors. They had a very erroneous idea of the manage- 
ment of Sunday Schools. To attend to the duties of the school on 
Sunday, they thought was performing their duty. They 
imagined there was no necessity of meetings for business ; they 
could not see much utility in preparing themselves for the les- 
sons they had to teach, And time has proved that they failed 

Vou. I. 35 
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in another point,—that of visiting ; they thought it made no dif. 
ference who visited the absentees, and for those who attended 
egularly, it was sufficient to see them once every sabbath, with- 
put spending time to visit them during the week. Now we are 
pursuing quite a different plan. We have had meetings for 
. business, and shall continue to have them. We intend to visit 
every scholar in our school, at least once a quarter. We intend 
to make our teachers visiters of their respective classes: if a 
boy is absent from his class, we hope his teacher will pay hima 
svisit before the succeeding Sunday. To all those who have 
charge of our testament or bible clesses, we have earnestly re- 
commended to prepare themselves, by studying the portion of 
scripture they intendto read. We have earnestly reminded our 
teachers, male and female, of our prayer meetings. 1 can only 
say, answered I, if you continue to apply your shoulder to the 
wheel, you will meet with unqualified success. By your visits 
to.the parents, you will prove to them that you think of them and 
their children en other days besides the sabbath, and in time, 
will certainly gain their love and good wishes, together with that 
which will be of the greatest benefit—their co-operation. When 
a scholar absents himself one Sunday, if he is visited before 
the next, it is very probable he may attend more regularly. 
If your teachers come into school prepared, you may rest as- 
sured more good will be effected in one sabbath than would be 
given in four without preparation ; and I doubt whether you can 
find any better employment for your teachers than the study of 
the scriptures. If they attend the monthly prayer meetings, it 
will promote union and harmony of feeling, and many a one may 
have a sufficient cause to bless him, who liveth and reigneth for 
ever, for the eternal benefit they have there received. Go on, 
you are now in the right way; your school will increase, and 
your labour will not be in vain. Although advantage may not 
immediately result ; if you persevere, it will be certain. “ All 
things are full of labour,” and he that expects success in a Sun- 
day school, and stands with folded hands, shall surely be disap- 
pointed. Indifference, cold indifference, sv opposite to perse- 
verance, has actually sometimes been called perseverauce. 
When a man passes through the world without noticing this thing 
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he meets, or that which obstructs him, but plods his weary 
way, without even inquiring whether the sun that warms him, 
shines on any other than his own habitation, he is indifferent, not 
persevering. And when a Sunday School Teacher for months goes 
in and out of his school, without even noticing whether there is 
any other there than himself, and plods his weary way for years, 
without ever inquiring whether his plans are successful, or 
sometimes whether he has any or not —depend upon it that 
man is indifferent, not persevering ; and his labour will very 
likely come to nought. But once more let me request you to 
persevere, and I am certain that success awaits your undertak- 
ing. 


An OxsseRver. 





How painful the duty that devolves upon him who notices the obi- 
tuary of a friend. . It is a task that awakens every feeling of sorrow; 
the soul, tremblingly alive to the slightest impressions, finds all its¢rief 
renewed.— Assured ofthe sympathy of every christian friend, we can only 
hope for a portion of that resignation to the divine will that filled the 
breast of him to whom we pay the last tribute that friendship gives to 
the object of its affection. 

The death of Thomas Jarman, late Editor of this Magazine, will be as 
deeply felt by his relatives, his friends, and the christian world, as it 
will be sincerely deplored. A soul susceptible of every finer feeling, 
endeared him to his relatives; his suavity of manners, his disposition 
ever ready to oblige, made his friendship desirable; his company a 
source of refined pleasure to his friends Endued with brilliant talents, 
exerted for the benefit of mankind, he will be admired by those who 
may have the pleasure of reading his productions. In the pages of this 
Magazine, of which he has been the editor, and among the papers of 
those societies to which he was attached, will be found the best eulogy 
of his character. 

We give place to the following Obituary from the Religious Chroni- 
cle, as it entirely expresses our own sentiments, and seems to be a faith- 
ful notice of his departure ftom this transitory scene. 





For the New-York Religious Chronicle. 
- OBITUARY. 


THOMAS JARMAN, ESQ. 


“ In the world ye shall have tribulation,” was the declaration of our 
Saviour, and it was one which the experience ofall that have loved him, 
since he tabernacled in the flesh, has verified. Of this tribulation few 
have partaken more largely than the subject of this memoir. But pos- 
stssjng naturally a mind of great strength, and to tite highest degree 
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cultivated by education, he seemed to be always superior to misfortune, 
and particularly when he brought to its aid the power of the religion of 
the cross. He had known what it was to live in affluence and splen- 
dour, and at such a season to be honoured by the world: and he had 
also seen that affluence takes to itself wings and flies away ; and himself 
deserted by his former friends. Yet amidst all he was scarcely ever 
known to allude to these misfortunes, and never to murmur at the dis- 
pensations of Providence. 

The object of this article is, however, rather to exhibit the manner of 
his death.than to portray his /ife. It is not, at the present day, uncom- 
mon to kear.(and whose heart does not rejoice that it is so?) of the tri- 
umphant death of the believer of the cross; but it is a rare occurrence 
to hear of one whose death was like that of Mr. J. During a confine- 
ment of two months previous to that event, he had never been heard to 
express a wish to live; even before his disease assumed a threatening 
appearance, he said to a friend who was visiting him, “I have less to 
bind me to the earth than most men, and I declare to you that if 1 knew 
the senter..t to call me to my judge were to come within six hours, my 
heart would not fear.” Wehave said that Mr. J’s death was uncommon— 
it was so in this respect—that it was not marked by those exultations 
and rejoicings which some display, but by that continued, calm and 
steady faith, which might with propriety be denominated ‘* unmoveable,.” 
and which overcometh all things. To a friend, who inquired the state 
of his. mind and of his frame, he said, “ I fear nothing, frames are plea- 
sant, but I never trust to them; my confidence is rather in the word of 
God.” ‘ Hath he not said it, and shall he not bring it to pass?” was the 
ground of his expectation. On one occasion, when he requested a 
friend to pray, he was asked if there was any thing in particular which 
he desired: ‘* Only,” said he, ‘that I may be submissive.” Toa simi- 
lar question from a minister of the gospel who visited him, he said yes! 


“ O fora closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame.” 


And being interrogated as to what he thought of Christ, he said “he is 
the only ground of my confidence, and through him alone I hope for 
eternal life.” ‘‘ And can you, Mr. J. say,” continued the inquirer, 
‘‘ that with all the afflictive dispensations of divine Providence towards 
you, which I understand are many, that it is good that you have been 
thus afflicted. ‘* Yes, indeed, I can,” replied he, and repeated with 
emphasis, ‘indeed I can,” Surprise having been expressed by a vi- 
siter that not a doubt had intruded upon his peace for so Jong a time, 
he said, “J do not know but the tempter did assail me once, but I de- 
termined never for a moment to listen. I have made my peace with 
God, I trust. Christ has paid a debt which I never could. I ama 
Christian, or I am not. If Iam not, why should God have made me so 
often instrumental in benefitting the souls of my fellow-beings? I do 
know that I love holiness, and hate sin; and this I have always told you 
was to me a greater evidence than any sudden frame or feeling. A fe- 
male friend, with whom he had long been intimate, visited him a few 
days previous to his death, at a time when he was able to sit up and con- 
verse. At the close of her visit, he observed that she was somewhat 
affected by parting, and said, “‘ do not, M—, give way to your feelings, 
either now or when Iam gone. Do not permit yourself te mourn as 
those that have no hope; for, recollect, there is a place where there 
shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, nor pain; but above all no more 
sin. May the blessings of heaven above, and af the earth beneath, be 
yours—farewell !” 
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A young friend, who was at his bedside frequently, during his illness, 
observing that his strength had nearly failed him, requested that Mr. J. 
would speak to him once more before he died; to which he said, ** no 
one knows the foundation of the Christian religion better than you do, 
and therefore I need add nothing, only to desire that in zeal, in know- 
ledge, and in love, you will'be firm ;—be firm, and never suffer your- 
self to be troubled with any’ theories of religion. I-have examined all 
religions, and all theories. of religion, both ancient and modern, and 
have found that all, except that of our Lord Jesus Christ, are absurdi- 
ties ; and all philosophical speculations vain. Farewell! may we meet 
in heaven, although we should not meet again on earth.” 

After passing a sleepless and restless night, a short time before his 
death, hisbrother came to his bedside in the morning, and inquired if 
his confidence was still placed upon God; to which he replied, ‘* Oh! 
yes! my dear brother, what have! to fear?” His constant and earnest 
prayer, was *hat he might retain his reason to the last moment. “ My 
wish is, said he, ‘‘ not only that I may retain my reason, but in the 
language of Lord Malcombe, 

“«¢ Kasy may my passage be, 
Cheerful my allotted stay ; 
Short th’ account twixt God and me ; 
Hope shall meet me on the way.’” 


The words in italics he had altered to suit the occasion. On the morn- 
ing of the day of his death, he was for some time apparently engaged in. 
earnest prayer, when he suddenly exclaimed, to his brother, “I have a 
piece of news to communicate, which will rejoice your heart.” ‘* What 


‘is it?” said his brother. ‘ The suit* is ended,” replied he, ‘‘and the 


result favourable.” The only words he uttered with distinctness after 
this were, ‘+ Brother, this isdying.” ‘“‘ Are you happy?” “ Perfectly ; 
what have I to fear °” 

Three weeks before his death he had written the following obituary . 
notice of himself; and after it was finished, remarked that his ‘* house 
was now in order.” 

“ DIED—Mr. Thomas Jarman, formerly of Bristol, England, aged -- 
57, after a residence in this country of about four years; during which 
he had formed the warmest attachments of friendship, and felt to his last 
moments the deepest sense of obligation for the kindness of. his friends 
on this side the Atlantic, while he dearly loved his native country.” 





ows THE WHITE BOOK. 


E opening of the White Book was an era in the history of 


‘our Sunday School. It was an anniversary to which the boys 


looked forward with hope and delight. As the exercises were 
novel, the children were pleased ; and as they formed the prin- 
ciple characters themselves, they felt interested. 


* Mr. J. was by profession a Lawyer, and hence the comparison of the 
end of his trials to the termination of a law suit. 
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The anniversary was held in the month of May. To havethe 


desired effect upon the scholars, they should all attend; and if 
the day was stormy, many of the smaller children would be pre- 
vented. During the week preceding, many a wish escaped the 
lips of the teachers, and many a prayer was silently breathed by 
the superintendents, that the day might prove favourable. With 
joy, sincerely felt, did the conductors of the Sunday School hail 
the approach ofa calm, serene sabbath morning in May. As 
the clouds that hung over the eastern sky were dispelled by the 
rising orb of day, and the morning mists vanished in the ethereal 
serenity of a cloudless sky, so thought they, the rays of knowledge 
through the instrumentality of our Sunday Schools are dispelling 
the clouds of ignorance and superstition, and the mists of depra- 
vity and vice are fast fading before the rising splendour of the 
Sun of Righteousness. ‘To one, even uninterested either in the 
day or its proceedings, surely such a morning as this would have 
awakened the softer sympathies of his soul, and caused him to 
long for some object, on which he might bestow the love, the 
gratitude, the charity, that such a scene as this would certainly 
have created. ‘The vast vault of heaven, too much for man’s 
proud eye to take in at one glance, would have made his soul 
swell by its magnificent grandeur; the sun beams stealing 
through the rich dewy foliage of the trees would have reached 
the inmost recesses of his soul in all their softened beauty ; the 
balmy air, rich with all the perfume of the spring as he inhaled it 
and almost held his breath, lest it should escape, would 
have communicated to his feelings a tranquil, yet overpowering 
pleasure ; the melody of some feathered songster, as he shook 
from his downy wings the dew of the morning, would have made 
delight beat high in his breast ; and should some startled bird, 
frightened from his native bower, wing his way far on the bosom 
of the air, and disappear in the blue of day, how sublime 
would be his emotion as his mind followed on the trackless way— 
until, far removed from mortal ken, it at once seemed to stand in 
the presence of Him who had created works so wonderful! 
Would he not, under the influence of such passions, be eager to 
perform every virtuous action his heart might dictate ?_ What 
then would be the feelings of one deeply interested in the coming 
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exercises of the day ; every object that met his attention would 
remind him of the duty he had to perform ; of the charge that 
lay nearest his heart. The sun just risen, and now shedding his 
rays on all that part of the world turned towards him ; equally 
upon the sterile sands of an Arabian desert, and the fertile fields 
ofa land flowing with milk and honey, would remind him of the 
bible affording to all turned towards it, the poor equally with the 
rich, the ignorant equally with the learned, the light of life, and 
the hope of salvation. The calmness of the air would be to him 
like the peace of that religion he had wished to inculcate ; the 
serenity of the sky—the purity of its precepts ; the balmy fra- 
grance of the air—the healing virtue of its doctrines ; and while 
beholding the opening flower, just spreading its varied hues, and 
yielding its sweetness to the breath of heaven, he would fancy 
it appeared like the first dawn of religion in their minds, and he 
would imagine that this day was he to receive the reward—the 
first fruits of his labour of love. 

The appearance of the sabbath in either the city or the 
country, will ever give rise to many pleasing emotions. The 
school, which is the subject of this paper, was located in the up- 
per part of the city. Although no stream here meandered in 
stillness and beauty on the one hand, nor verdant meads spread 
their rich covering on the other ; though our path to the place 
of worship lay not among flowers, nor by fields rich with the 
blessings of the labour of the husbandman; though no village spire 
could be seen overtopping the bending willows that surrounded 
it, a fit emblem of religion rising above the humbling mortifica- 
tions of this life ; though our ears were not delighted with the 
matin songs of a thousand melodious warblers, nor the solemn 
sound of a single bell now breaking upon the ear, now echoed 
fainter from the distant hills, until fancy herself sends back the 
last sound to the entranced listener; nor the extended landscape 
all bespangled with dew, and glittering in the morning sunbeam ; 
yet the undisturbed silence that reigns in the streets ofa city ona 
sabbath ; the echo of the step, the very countenance of the pas- 
ser by, the chiming of many bells, all remind the observer of the 
day of rest. We seem to be more susceptible of the beauties of 
Ratare on that day; the trees planted here and there in the 
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streets, seem clothed in their brightest dress ; the song of the 
robin, yellow bird, or martin, that on this day only undisturbed, 
fearlessly carols nature’s orison to his Creator, sounds unusually 
melodious ; the contrast between the busy hum and composed 
bustle of a weck day, and the solitary stillness of the sabbath, 
bestows upon the mind a sedate composure, and gives a contem- 
plative religious tone to the feelings. The difference between 
the dirty, squalid appearance, and noisy and unruly conduct of 
children during the week, and their neat, tidy and cleanly dress, 
their orderly, decent behaviour on the sabbath, cannot fail to 
strikethe beholder, particularly if he be interested, very forcibly. 
This Sunday School had been in operation five years ; the sa- 
lutary effects of its operations were plainly to be seen. Instead 
of crowds of idle, noisy boys, loitering round the corners of the 
streets, disturbing and disgracing the neighbourhood by their 
shameful conduct, scarce a boy was to be found during the 
hours of divine service : and the children in the vicinity, if not 
better clad, looked much better than the generality of the chil- 
dren of the poorer classes ; the parents took more care to keep 
them neat and tidy. 

The hour for opening the school was at hand, many of the 
scholars were already in their seats ; they had begun to collect 
much earlier than usual ; and if any one had observed them as 
they approached the school, he would have suspected that some- 
thing more than ordinary was about to take place ; inform him that 
it was the day of reward, and with little discernment he could have 
pointed out those who expected to receive a premium. 

[To be continued. ] 





REMARKS ON SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARIES. 


Ir is a subject deeply to be regretted, as it is true, that many 
undertakings commenced in the purest motives, and of the most 
heavenly design, soon become vitiated, through the passions of 
men, and so natural is this current of human affairs, through the 
prevalency of sin, that the wise and good, with a very commen- 
dable prudence, have ever been cautious in establishing any 
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precedents in the arrangements of the concerns of religious or 
benevolent institutions, which might, by enlisting the feelings, 
and exciting the varying passions of the worldly minded, retard, 
rather than advance their desired interests. Such a christian 
prudence is the dictate of truth, while the inspired volume says, 
that ‘‘ the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but of the world.” The various jubilees, anniversaries, 
and occasional public processions, commemorative of any signal, 
interesting or important event, have often been considered as 
possessing this corruptive tendency. Such celebrations, it might 


be said, with a few, excite the energies of the heart to a fuller. 


enjoyment, and a more grateful sense of divine blessings, While 
to the far greater part, their outward pageantry ere long be- 
comes the only attraction they offer, while the noise and parade 


so congenial to the epirit of the world, invite the licentious to - 


excesses, and in the lapse of time, a religious jubilee that has 
originated from some heavenly motive, and been a source of 
pure and simple enjoyment to the pious, and of praise to the au- 
thor of our being, has become an empty and unmeaning show, 
in which the heart has so little concern, that the very end and 
purpose of its institution may be forgotten. It was thus that the 
Saturnalia of the Romans at first intended to commemorate the 
peaceful pursuits of agriculture, and to perpetuate a grateful re- 
membrance of a virtuous golden age, soon extended its festivi- 
ties from a single day to seven; and with a similar spirit, the 
celebrations in honour of Augustus, were of yet longer duration, 
while those ,_ .,a and Trajan were most unreasonably 


_prolonged ; the first to 50, and the latter to 123 days. Their 


secular games designed to be celebrated only every one 
hondreth year, were sometimes anticipated ere that period 
was half expired, that kingly pride might be honoured, and 
a thirst of luxurious pleasure gratified. No less injurious 
in effect proved the Jewish feast of dedication, as appointed 
by Judas Macabeus, to commemorate the recovery and pu- 
rification of the holy temple ; and the feast of Purim, estab- 
lished by Esther and Mordecai, designed to call forth from 
that ransomed people the grateful songs of deliverance to 
“the God of Jacob, their refuge ;” yet in the end, even these 
were so corrupted as to procure them the reproachful epi- 
Von. I. 36 


te 








Pie eee 


NS ee 


292 Remarks on Sunday School Anniversaries. 


thet of the Jewish Bachanalia. Thus also the religious cele. 
brations of a christian age have often led to such shameful ex- 
cesses, as to cause them to be restricted, sometimes suspended, 
and at last prohibited ; but let it be considered that these are 
the consequences of national celebrations—a whole people par- 
ticipating in their festivities. In a single community, apprehen- 
sions of such evils are lessened, and are quite groundless in re- 
gard to the public celebration of a religious society ; its mem- 
bers and patrons assembling yearly to commemorate the founding 
of their institutions, and by religious and other exercises, ‘ pro- 


, Voking one another to good works.” So far from being injurivus 


in their tendency, the multiplying of them does but renovate the 
drooping zeal of the christian heart, and gives new strength to 
the hands of the benevolent ; recounting the past, and antici- 
pating the future, seems to revive the work. Indeed, there can 
be no more pleasing associations formed in the mind than those 
delightful reflections incident to the numerous anniversaries ce- 
lebrated in our city in the month of May; for as the vernal 
scene smiles with renewed verdure, and is fragrant with flowers, 
inviting to a thankful remembrance of the beneficent author of 
our life: so the assembling companies of the faithful, that throng 
the courts of our Zion at the same glad season, with grateful re- 
membrances to the God of salvation, present a scene beautiful 
with the smiles of unfailing charity, and fragrant with the best and 
most acceptable incense to heaven’s throne, brotherly love und 
UNITY ; in the words of inspiration, ‘* how pleasant !” it is as 
the “‘ dew of Hermon, and as the dew descending on the moun- 
tains of Zion, where God hath commanded His blessing!” 

Two of these yearly celebrations,—that of the National Bible 
Society and the Sunday School, are accompanied by a public 
procession. It will be readily granted in regard to the first, that 
any scenic parade connected with their solemnities, would be 
but peurile and out of place ; for there is, indeed, an untold 
sublimity in the silent, solemn march of its venerable patrons 
and delegates, as they move in procession to their place of an- 
nual meeting, presenting a sight that fills the soul at once with 
a sober, yet cheerful delight ; but with the latter, such parade 
may be innocently indulged, being in accordance with the tenor 
of juvenile minds and feelings, and every way calculated to enlist 
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their hearts in a cause, of which their jadgments cannot yet have 
formed any correct estimate as to its value and usefulness. 

The Sunday School is a system of reform, to eradicate the 
moral evils of society; and as such, those who are the most 
proper subjects of its exertions are naturally opposed to its con- 
troal ; they must be won by the mildest measures ; they must be 
allured to the pure and virtuous counsels to which they 
are no way prone; and be ingeniously enticed to that salu- 
tary discipline to which they were so averse. Hence the ne- 
cessity of numerous rewards and distinctions, which although 
they nourish pride for a season, yet they become the means by 
which they are brought under the salutary influence of those 
moral medicaments that will eventually neutralize its baneful 
influence ; but we are of opinion that the celebration we allude 
to is pure, even from this alloy, and may be said, on the contrary, 
to excite the youthful heart to honourable ard correct feelings. 
Many is the child on whom the prospect of being honouraby en- 
titled to participate in the Annual Sunday School procession, 
produces a moral restraint, preventing him from mean and un- 
becoming conduct, that might soon lead to baseness ; and nota 
few of the most vicious are restricted in their evil practices by 
the same influence, while to those who are ofa purer cast of 
character, it proves a source of anticipated delight, that stimu- 
lates them to farther advancements in the paths of wisdom and 
virtue. 

The annual public celebration of the Sunday Schools, by a 
procession and other appropriate exercises at the place of meet- 
ing, is a topic of interest to the scholars for the whole year, and 
long ere the stated period arrives is a matter of anxious inquiry 
among parents and children. The influence it exercises is 
readily traced by the lively interest excited, as the usual cir- 
cumstances give token that the season of the anniversary ap- 
proaches ; but a public procession of the managers of the society 
and the scholars, has doubtless, also, a large share of influence in 
fixing the public attention on the importance of these institutions, 
and by bringing the schools into notice, and immediately before 
the public eye yearly, will certainly exact from them a greater 
feeling towards the subject than the more ordinary usage of si- 
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milar societies, of holding a yearly meeting of the members, with 
the teachers of the schools, to receive the report and accustomed 
addresses. . 

Such are the observations we have thought proper to make 
on adverting to our late Sunday School Anniversary, held on the 
afternoon of the 11th of May, which was more numerously at 
tended than on any former occasion. A procession of more than 
4000 moved from the Park, at four o’clock, comprising the pre- 
sidents, managers of the Society, many of the delegates of the 
National Bible Society, the teachers, and the children of the 
schools. Every scholar was distinguished by a badge ; and each 
schoal by a banner, with some appropriate device. Among 
others, the following mottos must have had a most pleasing ef- 
fect on every pious observer of this religious celebration :—* Suf- 
fer little children to come unto me’’—* forbid them not”—** God 
is love” —*' feed my lambs” —** Truth.” 

On the arrival at the Circus, which had been selected as the 
only commodious place for so numerous an assemblage, a prayer 

‘was offered, and a hymn sung ; which exercises were followed 
by a very effective address from the Rev. Mr. Feltus. 

On the scholars retiring from the place of meeting, each re- 
ceived from the hands of the committee a neat and interesting 
tract, prepared for the occasion. The annual meeting, held in 
the evening, in the Rev. Mr. Somers’ church, in Nassau-sfreet, 
was numerous and respectable. Addresses were delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. Mc Murry and the Rev. Dr. Mc Auly: their re- 
marks were appropriate, interesting, and useful ; and we regret 
not being able to procure the substance of them to report. On 
no former occasion has the anniversary been better conducted, 
or so well attended ; and a more than usual interest seemed to 
have been excited by the animated scene: we hail it as an 
auspicious omen, as well as an evidence of the propriety of con- 
ducting a Sunday School celebration on such a plan ; and we so- 

licit our sister societies to imitate it. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 


Tw the selection of anecdotes and facts, we shall always endea- 
vour to present such to our readers, as narrate home incidents, 
as we are confident that many that are highly interesting and 
useful, remain unrecorded among the numerous Sunday Schools 
of our land. We look with some solicitude to teachers in particu- 
lar for such information, and earnestly request their valuable 
contributions, believing that the perusal of them will not-only 
encourage and stimulate the heart, but strengthen and inform the 
minds, ef those engaged in the important and interesting duties 
of gratuitous education. 





CORRECT APPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE BY A YOUNG SUNDAY 
SCHOLAR. 


‘* Two persons in this villarge, (Utica) were engaged in re- 
ligious controversy ; an attendant of one of our Sunday Schools 
was present, and finding the conversation was about the Bible, 
he was all attention—one of them in support of his opinions, 
quoted, as he thought, a passage from Scripture—but no where 
to be found in the Bible ; the youth finding a suitable opportuni- 
ty of addressing his superiors in years, but not in divine know- 
ledge ;—with unassuming modesty, mingled with reproof, he 
said, ‘‘ Ye do err not knowing the Scriptures.”’ Matthew 22, 29. 

(Sabbath School Visitant.) 





Teacuers should answer with caution and precision the ques- 
tions of their pupils. And should consider and study the subjects 
of instruction, with much care, before entering on their Sabbath 
day duties. The following facts make farther comment unneces- 
gary. 





CRITICAL QUESTIONS BY SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN. 


Achild rehearsing the following passage—* No murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him,”’—asked his teacher, if any person 
would go to heaven that killed himself—the teacher replied, that 
there was no evidence from the Scriptures to believe that he 
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would. Then said the child, looking with earnest inquiry to his 
teacher, ‘“‘ What do you think became of Samson.” 





Anotuer teacher, speaking to his class of the flood, said, 
every living thing except those Noah took into the Ark was 
destroyed. One of his scholars said, ‘‘ was every thing drown- 
ed?”’—and on the teacher’s replying yes—the child added, 
** were the fishes drowned too ?”’ (Sabbath School visitant.) 





WE add the following fact of a similar character, and of recent 
occurrence here. A teacher while commenting on the various 
opinions of the Leviathan of the Scriptures, spoke of the natu- 
ral history of the whale in such a minute detail as attracted one 
of the most observant of the class, who curiously inquired, 
‘* What do they do with the whales’ skin?” to this the teach- 
er was unprepared to answer ; the lesson, however, proved 
a useful one to him, as he resolved that every subject proposed 
for the future instruction of his class should be carefully studi- 
ed and reflected on at home, that he might be fully prepared for 
the acuteness of juvenile inquiry. 





‘¢ THE SOLITARY PLACE MADE GLAD.” 


A rious and benevolent individual, formerly a Sunday School 
teacher in New-York, having removed some years since to an 
interior town of the state of Virginia, his attention was at- 
tracted by the deplorable poverty and ignorance of a class of 
whites settled among the rough lands, some miles distant from 
the town, whither they sometimes resorted for the sale and bar- 
ter of the few products of their garden patches, wild fruit, roots, 
&c. As secon as practicable, he visited on foot, all the scattered 
inhabitants of this literal and moral wilderness, and witnessed 
scenes of ignorance still more touching to the sympathies of a 
cbristian heart. Alone and unaided, he established a Sunday 
School, had circulars printed and distributed, followed them by 
personal applications and entreaties, and ere two months had 
passed, had the delight to witness old and young, parents and 
children, flocking to his log hut, to be taught things earthly and 
divine. This school has successfully progressed near three 
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years, and now comprises sixty scholars. The superintendent, 
who is the sole support of it, continually visits these families, 
conversing, praying and reading with them. Delightful success 
has followed his picus efforts : the mother of two of his scholars 
has recently died, with all the joyful triumphs and consoling 
hopes of the christian’s faith, commending her beloved children 
into the arms of the friends of Jesus, and her spirit to the bosom 
of her Redeemer. 

Who that reads this unadorned fact, and is reminded of the 
humble means by which so beautifnl a change has been effected, 
is not ready to exlaim, ‘* What hath God wrought?” ‘“ the 
mountains and the hills break forth into singing, and the trees of 
the field clap their hands, and the solitary place is glad!” “ for 
in the wildernes waters break out, and streams in the desert.” 
(Isaiah 35.) Thus is the scripture falfilled before us ; but while 
we reflect on the glorious effect, let us be reminded of the hum- 
ble cause ; for never till the appearance of this lowly Sunday 
School missionary had these poor ignorant people cause to say, 
‘** How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who 
bring the glad tidings of salvation.” 





INTELLIGENCE. 


We are gratified to notice the good fruits of the American Sun- 
day School Union. We understand that the Teachers of Phila- 
delphia have already been stimulated to renewed exertions in 
supporting some of their declining schools ; and they have re- 
cently organised an association of Sunday School Teachers, si- 
milar to the society of New-York, which is well adapted to im- 
prove the conductors, and encourage them under all circum- 
stances. They will meet monthly, to report the state of their 
schools, and to deliberate on proposed improvements. We 
have not yet understood that they will discuss Sunday School 
subjects, but hope so excellent a feature will form part of their 
present improved plans. 

We should be pleased to find that our Philadelphia brethren 
have arranged to hold their meetings on the third Wednesday of 
each month, the evening of meeting at New-York, as it will 
doubtless afford mutual gratification, to consider ourselves si- 
multaneously pursuing the same pious vocation ; for it is well 
known how much such christian sympathies strengthen divine 
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friendship, and urge on to pious works ; how encouraging to 
know that other hands and other hearts are with us while we la- 
bour. And it is consoling ever to consider ourselves as having 
«¢ come to an innumerable company of angels, and the general 
assembly ofthe church of the first born, and to the spirits of the 
just made perfect:”—The communion of saints, is one of the 
christian’s happiest themes. 


Though far distant we should fly, 

Always wishing to be nigh. 

Pious love each heart enfolds, ° 
Heavenly friendship joins our souls ; 

And in fancy’s pure domain, 

Oft we meet, and meet again ! or! 


















Tue Female Sabbath School Union of New-York, and Sunday, _ . 


School Union Society of Albany, have joined the National Union. 
We trust that such precedents will be speedily followed by every 
similar union, from Georgiato Maine. ‘Bhe spirit of union is the 
pledge of success. 





A MATERIAL error was committed in our last number, under 
the head of “‘ interesting iutelligence,”” which was inadvertently 
given as coming from *‘ the New-York Teachers’ Society ;” it 
should have been ‘“‘ the New-York Religious Tract Society.” 

It must be gratifying to every christian parent, and every 
friend of youth, that this society contemplates immediately to put 
to press, a series of books, of moral and religious instruction, 
ornamented with suitable cuts and embellishments ; hoping thus 
to give a heavenly direction to the infant mind, enticing them 
to paths of virtue and holiness. We pray that their pious ef- 
forts may be strengthened by the united exertions of every Aux- 
iliary Tract Society in this and other states ; and that their views 
may be seconded by all those religious societies who can be a 
means of distributing their publications. 





NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 


General Association of Teachers—A Meeting of the Association of Teach- 
ers will be held on Wednesday Evening, the 18th of August, at Half-past 
Seven o’clock, in the School - Sae under the Lutheran Church in Walker- 
Street.—The following Question will be proposed for discussion : 

“ What is the best plan for maintaining order in a class.” 

The Superintendents and Teachers are requested to be punctual in their 
attendance. A.P. HALSEY, Secretary. 


> See Publisher’s Notice on the Cover. 








